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Talk of heritage 
designation for 
Virgil School 


> Original one- 
room school may 
be oldest still 
operating in 
Canada. 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

Paolo Miele is hoping the 
town will give heritage desig¬ 
nation to the original portion 
of Virgil Public School, which 
will close its doors for good 
when school wraps up this 

Councillor Martin Mazza 
tried to get the process started 
at council Monday by asking 
town staff to begin to research 
the history of the school, but 
failed to gain sufficient sup¬ 
port for his request. 

There is some indication, 
although not verified, that 
Virgil may be the oldest one- 
room school structure still 
operating in Canada. 

It’s difficult to find historical 
information about the build¬ 
ing, other than that in 1872, a 
stone building was erected. In 
1922, another room was 
added and the school yard 
was enlarged. In 1939, a new 
classroom, teacher's room, 
assembly hall, and kitchen 
were built. Six rooms were 
added in 1947, and 20 years 
later a double kindergarten 
room was constructed. 




FINALLY, A 30 MINUTE 
GYM FOR HIM 

BY POPULAR DEMAND.... WE’RE MOVING BACK TO VIRGIL! 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE Get ready for the New Curves 

TO GIVE THE GIFT OF CMlMM ■ Circuit With Zumha® fitness. 

FIRST^MEMBERS AND The only 30-minute class that mixes 

66% OFF SIGN UP FEE r . / -»||| Of the moves of Zumba® with the proven 

Great add-on rates for » strength of Curves for a wildly 

Family Members too! effective workout. 

Curves 

circuit 

wnh ®*m 

30 MINUTE FITNESS 
OPENING JANUARY 3 rd , 2 



358 MARY STREET - MOVING JANUARY 3 RD TO 1547 NIAGARA STONE ROAD, NEXT TO NIAGARA MOTORS. 

FOR APPOINTMENT OR DETAILS CALL 905-468-9900 
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Local food bank puts final touches on Christmas dinners for needy 



Frohe Weihnachten 
Direct 

289-257-6744 

stefan @ roy allepage.ca 
126 Queen Street • 905-468-4214 


Newark 

Neighbours has 
been helping 
NOTL fam i l i es for 
more than 30 years. 


Qslebratg 

New year’s Eve 

with us! 

Featuring our regular menu 
plus 2 New Year’s Eve features. 

Hours 11:30am till 11:00pm 
Open Seating 

233 Ki^‘ Street Niagara-on-the-Lake 

V ^905-468-7222 


GRILL on KING 
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Most of goods in store will be 
free for month of January as 
Newark readies for renovations 


From Page 2 


This year, to make sure toys 
and food are evenly distrib¬ 
uted, Newark has dropped 
the policy of “adopted fami¬ 
lies,” where businesses, 
schools or other organiza¬ 
tions buy for and assemble 
their own baskets of food 
and gifts for specific 
unnamed families, but as 
always, the NOTL commu¬ 
nity has been very generous 
with its donations, said 

Those who have asked for 
help will receive everything 
they need for a Christmas 
dinner—and then some—as 
well as gifts for all family 
members. 

“We’ve done very well with 
donations," says Turner, 
mentioning several organi¬ 
zations that held food drives 
to help with Christmas, 
including the NOTL Lions, 
the Family Health Team, 
Royal LePage Real Estate, 
the Bethany Boys Club, and 


several of the local churches 
and schools. 

There were also donations 
of cash to buy anything extra 
that was required to fill 
Christmas baskets, includ¬ 
ing turkeys and hams for the 
holiday, and ground beef, 
wieners, fish and chicken for 
regular biweekly food boxes, 
said Turner. 

Newark volunteers have 
been packing extra boxes of 
food to last families through 
the first few weeks of 
January. 

Their store will be closed to 
shopping until Dec. 28, will 
open for that day only and 
close again until Monday 
Jan. 3. 

During the month of 
January, everything in the 
store except towels, bedding 
and food will be free. This 
will help empty the store for 
the February renovations, 
says Turner, when Newark 
will be closed to shopping. 

Newark can be reached at 
905-468-3519 or in an emer¬ 
gency at 905-684-0949. 



PADERNO 

Boxing Wee 

Savin gs 


Boxing Week Blowout 

up to ~Y < / / o 

Dec. 27-31 ONLY 


PADERNO 



71% OFF! 

Ilpc Paderno ProGourmet cookware set features thick 18/10 stainless ste 
enough for professional kitchens, but elegant enough for everyday use 
Set includes 1.5L, 2L, 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 3L saute pan, 

24cm fry pan and 5 covers. List: $ 6 00.00 


$199" 


72% OFF! 

1.5L Saucepan with cover. 

$29" 

75% OFF! 

2L Saute pan with cover. 

o •’ * 

$34" 

74% OFF! 

24cm/9” Au Gratin (open). 

‘V f* 

’ $29" 

77% OFF! 

1LFusion5 Saute pan with cover. 

$34" 

60% OFI 

20pc Greenwich f 

1 

F! 

latware set. 

L 

Up to 71% OFF! 

Ceramic non-stick EcoPan fry pan. 
20cm/8”-$8949. Now: $29.99 
25cm/10”- $44349. Now: $34.99 
30cm/12”- $43949. Now: $39.99 

Fry pans up to 73% OFF! 
20 y cm/8 S -, l 25cm/ici” & SOotfl!'stas! 

From $24.99 - $34.99! _ 

60% OFF! 

28cm/10‘ versatile, non-stick Everyday pan. 

*' r $59" 

GRIMSBY NIAGARA FALLS (con’t) VIRGIL 

35 Main St W Town & Country Plaza 7000 Penner St 

(905)945-2034 3639 Portage Rd. Hwy55 

(905) 356-2921 (905) 468-3242 M'jgg/k 

NIAGARA FALLS 

Advantage ST. CATHARINES WELLAND W f || 1# 

Restaurant Supply Home Hardware Cox Home Hardware II W 

4529 Kent Ave 111 Hartzel Rd. 693 South Pelham Road 

(905)356-1152 (905)684-9438 (905)734-9641 PADERNO 
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History of building is significant 


From Page 1 

The gymnasium, kitchen 
and front entranceway were 
opened in April of 1983. 

From the original one- 
room school house, Virgil 
Public School grew into the 
largest elementary school 
in NOTL, with an enrol¬ 
ment of almost 300 JK to 
Grade 8 students, but the 
oldest portions of the 
school were deemed pro¬ 
hibitive to repair, and the 
province gave the school 
board funds to build a new 
school to replace it along 
with Col. John Butler. 

Sarah Maloney, manag¬ 
ing director of the Niagara 


Historical Museum, tried to 
research the school, but 
neither she nor the town’s 
heritage planner were able 
to come up with much 
information. 

The land was apparently 
owned by Capt. Bernard 
Frey, sold to Rev. William 
Ball and then to Joseph 
Walker in 1885. Walker then 
sold it to Robert N. Niveu in 
the same year. 

The land was transferred 
from Niveu to the public 
school board as SS #8 
(School Section No. 8) in 
1922, the year of the first 
expansion. 

Around that time, town¬ 
ships were divided into 


school sections, says 
Maloney, so Virgil was con¬ 
sidered School Section No. 
8. Each section had their 
own school, their own 
teachers and elected 
trustees. 

Depending upon the 
resources of the communi¬ 
ty, a building in each sec¬ 
tion was used or construct¬ 
ed to support the school, 
which is why she thinks the 
building was not owned by 
the school board until 
later—either the communi¬ 
ty or the land owner likely 

The building would have 
served the purpose of the 
school until the board 
could purchase it, and at 
first, there likely would have 
been a fee for parents with¬ 
in the section to pay for the 
building and teacher, says 
Maloney, until legislation 
passed and schools became 
free, paid by all taxpayers 
within the section. 

Maloney also discovered 
in her research that there 
was a school in Virgil prior 
to 1872. 

An 1858 Road Proposal in 
Virgil shows a school lot in 
the same location, perhaps 
indicating the school was 
there but not yet owned by 
the school board, she said. 

Miele is trying to track 
down more historical infor¬ 
mation about the Virgil 
school, and hopes that a 
request to the town to con¬ 
sider designation will be 
the start of some research 


into the original building, 
which is still used for a 
Grade 4 classroom—the 
class his oldest daughter is 

"This is a building of 
national significance, possi¬ 
bly the oldest still in use in 
Canada,” says Miele. 

“With bicentennial cele¬ 
brations coming up, I 
would like to see our MP 
and MPP get involved and 
this school preserved and 
celebrated as a national 
treasure and a part of the 
history of Niagara-on-the- 
Lake.” 

With the school board 
expected to declare the 
school surplus once the 
new facility opens, Miele 
would like to see the town 
act quickly. 

The town designated the 
original portion of Laura 
Secord School in 
Queenston before it closed 
in an effort to help save it, 
and Secord is not as old as 
Virgil, says Miele. 

“The architecture may 
not be as significant (as 
Laura Secord) but symboli¬ 
cally, as a 138-year-old 
school still in use, it is just 
as important. It’s signifi¬ 
cance should raise eye¬ 
brows, at the town and at 
the school board. Hopefully 
we’ll see some action soon." 

He has set up a Help Save 
Virgil Public School face- 
book page, hoping for com¬ 
munity support. 

Students of Virgil and 
Col. John Butler will move 



Don't miss our last World Cuisine for 2010 
Thursday, December 23 

• CREOLE • 

Join us again in March 2011 
and see our exciting 
new expansion renovations! 



to Crossroads, the new struction on Niagara Stone 
facility now under con- Road, next September. 



St one Roa d 

Dental 

1598 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy 55) 

• Family Dentistry 

1 Comprehensive Restorative Dentistry 

• Aesthetic Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 
1 Digital X-rays 


Dr. Kimberley Hill-Johnston 

- New Patients Welcome - 



905.468.2128 
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BOOK DEPOTS 
4 DAY 

BOXING SALE 


% OFF EVERYTHING 

ON THE SALES FLOOR 

OVER 350,000 ROOKS 
THIS IS A GENUINE W SALE DATES 

Monday Dec 27 
9AM-9PM 
Tuesday Dec 28 
9AM-7PM 
Wednesday Dec 29 
9AM-7PM 
Thursday Dec 30 
9AM-7PM 


BOXING SALE, 

NO GIMMICKS, 
NO HIDDEN 
CONDITIONS, 

NO CATCHES. 
EVERYTHING IN THE 
STORE IS 50% OFF! 




340 Welland Ave., St. Catharines • 905-641-4581 
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our editorial 

Let’s take a moment for ourselves 
this holiday season-a moment to 
renew the values we cherish 


Take a deep breath. 

Put thoughts of all that needs to 
be done in the coming days out of 
your mind. 

Think about the birthday story— 
that simplest of births, in a stable of 
all places. It wasn’t decorated to the 
nines, there wasn’t a fridge over¬ 
flowing with food or dozens of rela¬ 
tives arriving bringing good cheer. 

But there was profound peace. 
Overwhelming joy. Abundant hap¬ 
piness. 

And love. Lots of love. 

Whatever our faith, whatever 
Christmas means to us, once we put 
all that busy-ness behind us and 
take a minute for ourselves, we can 
reflect on all that is important. 

And all that is important is reflect¬ 
ed in the story of that simple birth 


that occurred more than 2,000 years 

We can all, whatever our religious 
beliefs, feel the wonder, the hope, 
the love that connects the child bom 
that day to aU children, and to the 
child in all of us. 

We can embrace the values we 
learned from that baby as he grew to 
be a man—gentleness, compassion, 
kindness, charity. 

Love. Lots of love. 

And if we are successful at reach¬ 
ing that place of grace in our lives, 
even if just for one day, we have a 
chance to make it last, to weave it 
into our lives as we resume our 
overly busy schedules that are so 
difficult to put aside. 

Have a happy holiday, a safe holi¬ 
day, and a peaceful one. 



Community Centre Update 


Ralph Tallman, Clive Buist, Rob Weier, with Alfred Dyck from All Green, John Wiens, 
Jim Collard, Ward Simpson and Neil Viola accept a cheque for $5000 for the new 
community centre. The fundraising campaign has a goal of $450,000 to raise by 
the facility’s March opening, and the total stands at about $415,000. Donations 
have to be in by Feb. 1 in order to make it to the donor board which will be dis¬ 
played in the lobby. 


letters to the editor 


Is there a senior 
out there with the 
wrong black 
leather coat? 

On Saturday, Dec. 4 
local seniors in St. Davids 
were guests at the annual 
St. Davids Lions Club 


Christmas Dinner. 

It seems that somebody 
has mistakenly taken 
home a coat. 

The coat was a black 
Danier leather with a fur 
collar and belt. 

The coat that was left 
was very similar, also a 
Danier, but lighter weight 
and no belt. 


The mistake could easi¬ 
ly have been made in the 
rush of leaving. 

If it sounds like your 
coat please call meat 905- 
262-4469 and make 
somebody’s Christmas 
much happier. 


Ginny Slingerland 


Life lesson comes along when least expected-at Christmas 


Good time to 
put stress on the 
back burner and 
enjoy all that’s good 
about the holiday. 


One of the many perks 
of being a j ournalist is that 
you are afforded the 
opportunity to be a part of 
an ever-changing land¬ 
scape, with story assign¬ 
ments very rarely the 

For the last week or so, 
however, I’ve been follow¬ 
ing more of a pattern 
when it comes to my work. 



Marc MacDonald 

Reporter’s Notebook 


Normally this would 
bore a reporter; no one 

story over and over and 

However, due to the 
time of year, I’ve enjoyed 
going to schools in the 


community and catching 
glimpses of the Christmas 
plays, concerts and festivi¬ 
ties that are taking place 
on a daily basis through¬ 
out Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

As a former self-pro- 
claimed Scrooge, I’ve 
developed an apprecia¬ 
tion for the wonder and 
awe the season brings, 
something that I had long 
since forgotten existed. 

It has been nothing 
short of remarkable how 
something as simple as 
children abuzz with the 
anticipation of Santa 
Claus coming to town can 
revert a mid-20-some- 
thing to an eight-year-old 


who held on to every 
Christmas belief as if I 
needed to do so for dear 
life. 

These brief moments 
have aided in my realiza¬ 
tion that the stresses of 
adult life, while they never 

back burner - they don’t 
need to be at the forefront 
of your conscious all the 

I can't help but wonder 
if I’m in the midst of learn¬ 
ing one of the many life 
lessons we all seem to 
learn when we least 

There’s something truly 
magical about the 


Christmas season, espe¬ 
cially when you’re sur¬ 
rounded by those who 
haven’t become jaded by 
the commercialism and 
greed that can often be 
associated with the holi¬ 
day. 

I'll be the first to admit 
that Christmas is a chal¬ 
lenge in every sense of the 

You want to please 
everyone, find those per¬ 
fect gifts and ensure your 
family and friends enjoy 
the holidays, but in doing 

more than you can handle 
and get bogged down with 
holiday endeavours you 


didn't have time for in the 
first place. 

It’s easy to let the holi¬ 
days get the best of us - I 
did for many years - but if 
we can take a step back 
and enjoy the simple 
things; the kids' choirs, 
the decorations as we 
drive by homes and yes, 
even the music playing in 
the shopping malls or a 
simple gesture of Merry 
Christmas, those who are 
struggling to enjoy the 
season just might be able 
to see a glimmer of all the 

8 And to start it all off, I’ll 
say this: Merry Christmas, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
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Imagine despair of Mary and Joseph 


Yet from hope¬ 
lessness comes 
the love of God. 


have meant to Mary and 
Joseph. After a long trip, 
with Mary ready to deliver 
at any moment, there was 
no place to stay, no warm 
bed on which to drop. 

A number of years ago 
my husband and I were 
driving to Edmonton. We 
thought we would stay in 
Thunder Bay but every 
room was booked. We 



Barb McGale 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 


ended up sleeping in the 


I can’t imagine the 
despair Mary and Joseph 
must have felt. All they 
could find was a stable. 

And yet into that despair 
came the greatest gift the 
world has ever known. Into 
that hopeless situation 
came the love of God in 

The same is true today. 
Into our hopelessness, into 
our despair, comes the love 
of God. Jesus was bom in 
those humble circum¬ 
stances to bring us hope, 
peace, Joy, and love. 

Will He find room in 
your life this Christmas? 


Angels brought great news, with assurances 


> 


Do not be afraid. 
The Lord is 
come. 


From the Gospel of Luke, 
after a supposed 400 years 
of heavenly silence, angels 
appeared with pronounce¬ 
ments of impossible ideas: 
a child to be bom to an eld¬ 
erly man and his wife; a 
teenage virgin to conceive 
of the Holy Spirit and give 
birth to the saviour of 
mankind; her fiancd to 
believe this and take her as 
his wife. 

The angel messengers 
brought great news with 
great challenges and yet, 
with every mortal 
encounter, they brought 
assurance. 

To the elderly man: “Do 
not be afraid, Zacharias, for 



Rick Mills 

Life Abundant Fellowship 

A Christmas Word 


your prayer is heard.” 

To the teenage virgin: 

"Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with 
God.” 

And to Mary’s fiancd: 
“Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife.” 

To the shepherds herding 
their flocks: “Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy 


which will be to all people. 
For there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 

Do you hear it? Do not be 
afraid. I believe heaven still 
speaks. I believe the birth, 
life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus continues to echo 
that first Christmas mes¬ 
sage. 

To those who wait for 
answered prayer, are facing 
impossible situations, find 
themselves betrayed in 
relationships, struggle with 
belief and surrender, —“Do 
not be afraid.” I believe the 
angels’ decree, “bom to you 
a Saviour” are as relevant 
and necessary today as they 
were over 2000 years ago. 

May the hue spirit of 
Christmas enlarge hearts, 
and open eyes to His salva- 

Joy to the world! The Lord 
is come. 


Great things revealed in Christmas story 


Story of extraor¬ 
dinary goodness 
disclosed 
through lives of 
ordinary people. 


“In the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph... Wliile 


the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her first bom 
son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the 
inn.” (Luke 1:26 - 27; 2:6-7) 
The Christmas Story 
begins with Gabriel’s heaven¬ 
ly announcement to Mary, a 
message which finds fulfill¬ 
ment in the down-to-earth 
birth of the Christ child. 
While Mary would eventually 
say yes to the angelic mes¬ 
senger "let it be with me 
according to your word” I 
can’t help but think she must 
have had second thoughts 
later when in the middle of a 
journey, far from home, she 
gave birth in a Bethlehem 
stable. Hadn’t the angel 
assured her that this child 
would be great; Son of the 
Most High and that God 
would give him a throne 
promising also that this holy 
child would rule a kingdom 
that would endure forever? If 
in the beginning she was per¬ 
plexed at Gabriel’s words she 
must have been really con¬ 
fused the night of the birth. 
What had all that angelic 
rhetoric to do with the reality 
ofbirthinastable? 

Who could blame Mary if 
after placing the babe in the 


^4 


Rev. Robert Wright 
St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church 

A Christmas Word 


manger she decided to forget 
those heavenly assurances? 
No one would think any less 
of her if in her disappoint¬ 
ment she felt she had been 
misled by that angelic mes¬ 
senger. After all, the angel 
had promised her a fresh 
hope with new possibilities 
but these expectations were 
laid low, very low the night 
they were to come to fruition. 
Surely the queshon on Mary’s 
heart that night was: “How 
could anything good, any¬ 
thing great come from such a 
lowly, disappointing begin¬ 
ning"? I believe this to be the 
essential Christmas question 
and have wondered whether 
this question might help us to 
discover the deeper meaning 
underlying the Christmas 
message. 

I have been thinking about 
this question, something that 
lies not only at the heart of 
the Christmas story but a 
query that runs through the 
whole of the Gospel. Perhaps 
even the parables of Jesus are 
best understood as Godly 
narratives, stories that 
remind the listener that the 
good and great things of God 
all too often come from lowly, 
disappointing beginnings. 
The element of surprise 
woven into all of the stories of 
Jesus is a bold, God - state¬ 


ment that: lowly, disappoint¬ 
ing beginnings can usher in 
good and great things. 

During the season of 
Advent we are invited to stop, 
look, listen and watch. Why? 
Because we continue to 
believe that it is only from the 
high and mighty heights that 
good things come. The 
Christmas story is the, seem¬ 
ingly unbelievable, tale of 
how the low and needy, poor 
and humble become vehicles 
of the good and great things 
of God. It is no wonder that 
we need all four weeks of 
Advent to prepare us for the 
creative possibilities inherent 
in this fresh, perhaps zany, 
way of looking at the world. 

Could it be that right from 
the early beginnings of the 
Gospel story, even as the 
Christ child arrives on the 
scene, we are given a clue to 
the deeper meaning of 
Christ’s gospel? The good 
and great things of God, 
including God's very nature 
and being, would be cap¬ 
tured and revealed in this 
holy babe of Bethlehem but 
this was to be only the begin¬ 
ning. The words and min¬ 
istry, life and death of this 
Jesus would later reveal, at 
every turn, the story of 
extraordinary goodness and 
unexpected greatness dis¬ 
closed through the lives of 
ordinary folk, in the hearts of 
the lowly, the shunned and 
hopeless, all of whom God 
held with surprisingly tender 
and loving compassion. 

If we can get our hearts and 
heads around these truths I 
think we can truly say we are 
in the Christmas spirit. It is 
this faith, this hope that 
enables us to move from an 
ancient text and story to the 
feast and celebration of 
Christmas in our day. 

The Blessings of this 
Christmas Season. 


Season/s 

Kim CraitorvMPP 

QireetUujs 

A 

Kim@KimCraitor.com 

905-357-0681 
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NOTL cemetery supervisor retires after almost 35 years 


> Move from pub¬ 
lic works depart¬ 
ment to ceme¬ 
tery was the right 
decision, say retir¬ 
ing town employee. 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


date for a job in the town's 
cemetery, he was surprised 
and humbled. 

But it appears those who 
encouraged him to take 
the job were right. 

This is his last week as a 
town employee, retiring, at 
the age of 66, after almost 
35 years. He was hired to 
work in the water depart¬ 
ment, but after about 20 
years there, the opening 
came up at the Lakeshore 
Road cemetery, he was 
told he would be a good fit, 


and he took it. 

The job of cemetery 
supervisor has involved 
everything from office 
work to selling markers, 
taking families around the 
site, overseeing mainte¬ 
nance and digging, and 
working with families and 
funeral homes to co-ordi¬ 
nate arrangements. 

It was no surprise to him 
that he loved the gardening 
that was involved— 
although a maintenance 
crew does the grass-cut¬ 


ting, he has looked after 
the flower plantings and 
roses himself, and enjoyed 
that part of the job—as 
have many who appreciate 
the beautiful park-like set¬ 
ting of the cemetery. 

The part he was unsure 
and a little nervous about 
was working with people 
who were coming to him at 
a very difficult time in their 
lives. 

But as it turned out, he 
well-suited to that as 


well. 




NOTL HYDRO Office Holiday Hours 


December 24.Open until 12:00pm 

December 27 - December 31.CLOSED 

January 3, 2011 ......Regular Hours 


He discovered 
that the most 
important part of 
that aspect of the 
job was to listen, 
unhurriedly, to 
people who 
needed to talk. 

"I realized 

'right thing' to 
say. You just have 
to be there for 
them, to take the 


think if you do you should- 

The hardest days, he 
says, were going to work 
when he knew he would be 
meeting family members 
who were making arrange¬ 
ments for the burial of a 
child, or for a mother or 
father with a young fami¬ 
ly—he would worry about 
how he would get through 
it. 

“But you just do what 
seems right at the time. 
You learn to handle it. 
Every situation is different. 
Sometimes people can’t 
even talk about what they 
want, but then I'd take a lit¬ 
tle walk around the ceme¬ 
tery with them. You just 
need to take time—you 
can’t be in a hurry.” 

And it helped that Stoesz 
took such pride in the 
appearance of the ceme- 

“We always hear from 
people that it looks like a 
park. They appreciate the 
work we do. And I think it’s 
important for the families 
that the cemetery looks 


good. They have enough to 
worry about. I feel we owe 
it to them to make sure it 
looks its best.” 

Many people actually 
use the cemetery as a park, 
he says. It’s not unusual to 
find a couple with a blan¬ 
ket spread out, enjoying a 

Several people use the 
pathways for their daily 
walks, he says, and often 
people who are bird or 
nature lovers will come to 
take photos—the cemetery 
has a wide variety of trees, 
some of which blossom in 
the spring. 

Tourists will stop by to 
enjoy the beauty and some 
come back to make funeral 
arrangements—families 
from Hamilton, Toronto 
and even Ottawa have 
come to the area as visitors 
and have chosen the NOTL 
cemetery as the place they 
want to be buried. Only 
about half of the burials are 
people who have lived in 
NOTL, says Stoesz. 

See Page 9 



HOLIDAY HOURS 


The Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Administration and Public Works 
Office hours: 

December 24 - 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon ■ Offices Open 
December 27 to 31 ■ Offices Closed 


* January 3,2011 - All Town Offices open 8:30 


11 

k30alnHo4:30p.m. <, | 


1NRP officer hurt in collision 

A Niagara Regional officer and the driver Lakeshore Road in 
Police car was hit from from the second car to NOTL at about 5 p.m. 
behind while waiting to hospital with minor Monday, a 2008 Honda 
make a left-hand turn injuries. Civic following the 

in Niagara-on-the-Lake The NRP officer was police cruiser. 

Monday, sending the travelling west on The police car was 
stopped to turn 
left onto Stewart 
Road and the 
Honda Civic rear- 
ended it. 

Both drivers 
were taken to the 


Public Works inquiries should be directed to 905 468-3278 during this period. 
For the “Christmas Holiday Skating Schedule” please visit our website at 
www.notl.org or call the Arena at 905 468-4261. Schedules can also be picked 
up at the Parks and Recreation Office, 1565 Four Mile Creek Road. 

Holly Dowd, 

Town Clerk 
December 23,2010 



NIAGARA FALLS EDA 905-371-2987 
www.nfconservative.ca 


THE RED COATS 
ARE COMING! 

WWW. 1812 niagaraonthelake.ca 


General Hospital 
by ambulance 
with minor 


were severely 
damaged. 

The driver of 
the Honda was 
charged with 
careless driving. 
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OESZ 


Parks and 
Recreation 
director Clive 
Buist congratu¬ 
lates town 
employee Ray 
Stoesz, with his 
wife Anne, on his 
retirement at a 
party for him 
last week. 



Traveling, camping retirement priorities 

From Page 8 there will be no shortage of camping equipment and fish- 

people asking him him for ing poles are calling out to 
Although he is looking for- help with renovations and odd him. 
ward to retirement, he says he jobs. And his wife has a long list of 

will miss the people he works He was asked to stay on at things for him to do, with more 
with and those he meets the cemetery for just one more time to spend camping high 
through his work. year when he turned 65, which on her list as well. 

He also is afraid he might he did, and then again, for a “I've got lots to look forward 
miss the feeling of being second year, but he said no—a to doing—I know for sure I 
needed—although he says trip to Texas, his own garden, won’t be bored,” he says. 



v fa 


Warmest Greetings of the Season and 
Best Wishes for the Coming Year 

From Lord Mayor Dave Eke, Members of Council 
and Staff of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 


Back Row (left to right): Maria Bau-Coote 


GaryZalepa Jr. 


Seated (left to right): Holly Dowd (Town Clerk) 


Galloway (Town 


Q^w 2 

City Realty Inc., Brokerage 

1. ml 

iueen Street Eskimo Jjfl 

Oversized brick 
bungalow with 2,000 
Wm — - sc lft P' us basement 

finished. Features 

H in ground pool and 
private yard. 

One ch the. real leys eh 1 the fetftve. Mean, ts i the opportunity h, say 
thank you end to wish you the test for the New Ye* 

Just Listed! Rural 
setting, backing on 
.fjnj iniffil'iriiiriT orchards this updated 

3 bungalow has a lofted 

lJ bam and separate 
guest cottage. 

Zalepa Jr.com 
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Council hears concern over democracy of appointment 


> Former council¬ 
lor Nellie Keeler 
hopes her words 
are remembered in 
the future. 


meeting Dec. 13, and also him 
approved by regional coun¬ 
cil last week. 


a person and politi- 


But with democracy the down the line you’ll give my he said, having heard from Dave has served in this 


Councillor Martin Mazza driving force behind thoughts 

was the only councillor to Keeler’s objection, she don.” 
vote against the process of quoted Lord Mayor Dave The legislation that gov- 
simply appointing Lepp. Eke’s inaugural speech. 

After wishing the new “We are all privileged 
council all the best, Keeler live in a democratic society. 


considera- other residents that the capacity before, and he has 
process was not democratic, the expertise. An J ’ 

But it wasn’t as if past practices, wi 
l empty Burroughs received a huge the runner-up before.” 


gives council the right majority of the v 


It’s not the person, it’s the began by saying that she Democracy is the freedom please, Eke 


appoint anyone they Lepp in their bids for the estimated a 


it of an election, 


understood that she was to achieve o 
Former town councillor “spitting in the wind” goals and 

Nellie Keeler told Niagara- against a decision already through one' 

on-the-Lake council this made. 


the regional council seat—the also a factor, he said. “ 


:k that the appointment 
of Dave Lepp to regional 
council was not a democrat¬ 
ic process. 

Lepp filled the vacant seat 
left when Gary Burroughs 


creativity. 

with no prejudice Democracy also gives each 
the individual appointed one of us the opportunity to 
"- ” ’-' J “" vote for those who will gov- 


MPP seeks support for grandparents’ rights 


to the region," she said, 
referring only to the proce¬ 
dural part.” 

fact, she told the 


Monday’s council which Craito 


is named the chair of the Advance, she was wishing it podium, Keeler took o 

’—’ ”-” -’-‘ wasn’t Lepp who was the last opportunity to say 

subject of the discussion thank you for the opportu- 
specially-called council because of her respect for nity to speak oi 


as,” Eke said at the meeting, MPP Kim Craitor components was evident. 

~— ’- took the opportunity to wel- With no previoT- 

come councillors and pass of grandparents in me a 
along his best wishes for this Craitor is doing his best 


3 the Reform Act to emphasize 


the importance of children's 
previous mention relationships with their 
’ grandparents,” which 

Craitor says is incredibly 


ONE DAY ONLY! 

BOXING DAYBL0W-0UT 

MONDAY DECEMBER 27th 9:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Our *Entire Store on SALE up to 

50% - 66% off 


^ *Our Regular Price 


50% 


OFF 


ALL DRAPERY FABRIC 
-ALL DRAPERY HARDWARE 
-ALL FASHION FABRICS 
ALL BASIC FABRICS QUILTING FABRICS 


ken with him, the the bill 


60% 


SPECIAL SELECTION 


GET 2 METERS FREE 
M SAME BOLT SEE 
STORE FOR DETAILS 


OFF 


ALL CHRISTMAS FLORALS | 
& DECORATIONS 


ALL IN STOCK 


REGULAR TO $17.00/M 

SALE $6.00/M 

PRINTS 

REGULAR TO $20.00/M 

SALE $8.00/M 


The bill keeps the best 
interest of the child front 
i show all and centre at all times, also 
three parties that there’s stating that “the Act requires 

fact when 

“hat is very close ing for council’s support, from unreasonably placing 

:o his heart: ask- "Grandparents across the --' — 

ng town council province are also going to 
for their support town councils and asking and their grandparents.” 

of Bill 22, the for a resolution.” ".. 

Children’s Law Introduced in 2004 as a 

Amendment Act. 

Sharing a story causing the process to begin political parties, which 
about grandpar- again at square one. Craitor hopes will keep the 

ents who had spo- An explanatory note on bill on track when it comes 
'-‘ '' *’ ' '' ' “ * the third and final read- 


Jamie King, who 
said he was 
extremely sup¬ 
portive of what 
Craitor had pre¬ 
sented, asked that 
council be given 
the opportunity to 
further review 
what was in front 
of them, address- 

council meeting. 


KINGSVILLE, ONTARIO 



9 Executive lots. First home, retirement, high end 
cottage. Next to Lake Erie. Fishermen/Boaters 


THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!! 


f MOUNT CARMEL CENTRE I 525 Welland Ave. I - 34 Douglas At 
(3770 Montrose Rd. *354-7117 I St. Catharines • 685-6595 Welland • 734-3 
| “HELPING YOU CREATE UNIQUE STYLES FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR HOME" J 
l Store Ho urs: Monday to Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 12-5 
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Grant for historical museum will fund lecture series about events of 1812 


> Community 
Foundation gave 
grants to every 
community in 
Niagara in 2010, 
including NOTL. 


2012 bicentennial cele¬ 
brations with help from a 
grant from the Niagara 
Community Foundation. 

The museum is plan¬ 
ning a lecture series, 
beginning in February, 
with experts speaking 
about events of the war. 

The series is aimed at 
the public and museum 
membership, to help stir 


some excitement about 
the upcoming bicentenni¬ 
al celebrations, says 
museum managing direc¬ 
tor Sarah Maloney. 

It will also help volun¬ 
teers who will be conduct¬ 
ing walking tours on 
behalf of the museum 
next year and in 2012, she 

As the Niagara 


Community Foundation 
winds up its 2010 granting 
programs, more than 
$516,000 in grants were 
awarded to charitable 
projects over the year. 

The latest grants were 
to local agencies through 
the foundation’s 

Community and Mini 
Grant programs, and that 
included the museum 


grant. 

Every community in 
Niagara was aided by a 
foundation grant in 2010. 

Just completing its 10th 
anniversary year, the 
foundation has raised 
more than $16 million, 
most of which was placed 
into endowment funds to 
be held in perpetuity. 
Through the generosity of 


many donors the founda¬ 
tion has provided $3.3 
million in grants to com¬ 
munity projects. 

The foundation sup¬ 
ports charities providing 
programs and services for 
arts and heritage, envi¬ 
ronment, health, social 
services, education, recre¬ 
ation and community 
services. 


Tips for safety at Christmas 


> Real trees 
require some 
caution to keep 
your family safe 
from the risk of fire. 


Enjoy the holiday season 
but be cautious with your 
Christmas tree. 

If you choose a natural 
tree, buy a freshly cut one 
and keep the stand full of 
water at all times. 

Keep it away from all 
heat sources and make 
sure it doesn't block a 
doorway. 

Check all decorative 
lights before placing them 
on the tree and discard 
any frayed or damaged 
lights and cords. 

Never place lighted can¬ 
dles 



LIVE WELL WITH 




Fire Chief Ken Eden 

NOTL Fire Department 


When using extension 
cords or power bars make 
sure they have a ULC or 
CSA certification label on 
them. Many less expen¬ 
sive ones do not have 
these approvals and may 
pose a safety hazard. 

These are just a few tips 
from your Are department 
for a fire-safe holiday sea- 



Simpson'S 




w.simpsonspharmacy. 


The Simpson Family and all the staff at Simpson’s Pharmacy and 
Simpson’s Apothecary are proud to have supported many 
local not-for-profit organizations and community causes in 2010. 

OO Niagara-on-the-Lake OO Niagara-on-the-Lake 

N/ Community Centre \/ Community Shuttle 

77 Friends of NDSS 7? Canadian Diabetes Association 7? NOTL Soccer Club 

77 Rotary Club of Niagara 7 ? Wells of Hope 77 NOTL Minor Softball 

7? Red Roof Retreat 7? NOTL Rangers 7? Friends of Fort George 

77 Big Brothers, Big Sisters 77 Niagara Minor Hockey League 77 Flus many more! 

Only with your continued support of the local, independently-owned Pharmacy are we able to give 
back to the town we proudly serve. Wishing all those in our community a happy and healthy 2011. 

At the of Your Community. 

SIMPSON’S APOTHECARY 

233 King Street • Niagara-on-the-Lake • 905.46S.S400 


SIMPSON’S PHARMACY 

1SS2 Niagara Stone Road • Virgil • 905.46S.2121 

Hours: 24th: 8.30-4,25 to 27th: CLOSED, 25th: B.30-5,29th & 30th: Regular hours, 31st: 
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Dave Eke on Parks Commission 


k The Niagara 
^^Parks 
V Commission 
gets some of the 
new faces the 
province seeks, 
including NOTL's 
lord mayor, and 
some returning 
representatives. 


Dave Eke will take his 
rightful seat on the 
Niagara Parks 

Commission. 

Eke was unanimously 


approved Monday by 
town council as its repre¬ 
sentative on the NPC for a 
four-year term. 

The veteran municipal 
politician has served on 
regional council and as a 
municipal councillor, but 
this will be his first stint 
on the Parks Commission. 

The province has been 
looking for a clean sweep 
of Parks Commission rep¬ 
resentatives, including 
replacements for some 
appointees who won their 
right to sit on the commis¬ 
sion during October’s 
municipal election. 

Fort Erie, Niagara Falls, 
NOTL and the Niagara 


Region appoint represen¬ 
tatives to the commission. 

Fort Erie and NOTL typ¬ 
ically appoint their heads 
of council, while Niagara 
Falls and the region 
choose council members. 

Niagara Falls and Fort 
Erie disregarded Chan's 
suggestion, re-appointing 
Councillor Vince Kerrio 
from the Falls and Martin 
from Fort Erie. 

NOTL sends Dave Eke 
to replace former Lord 
Mayor Gary Burroughs. 

Barb Greenwood, 
regional councillor from 
Niagara Falls, will repre¬ 
sent the region on the 
Parks Commission. 


Outdoor rink for St. Davids 



The Harber family of Ravine Vineyard in St. Davids, employees and the St. D 
Firefighters are working together to provide the community with a free outdoor 
skating rink.The work began this week, with the firefighters volunteering their time 
to fill the rink with water. It is expected to be open to the public by Dec. 27 - call 
905-262-8463 for more information. 


ST. MARK’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, 
41 BYRON STREET, NOTL 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 24™ - CHRISTMAS EVE 

7:30pm FAMILY SERVICE WITH CHORAL EUCHARIST 
11:00pm CAROLS AND LESSONS OF CHRISTMAS AND 
EUCHARIST 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25TH - CHRISTMAS DAY 

ONE SERVICE AT 10:30am 
HOLY EUCHARIST WITH GUEST MUSICIANS 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26TH 

10:30am 

HOLY EUCHARIST 


Councillors approve strategic plan to guide them 


The finishing touches have 
been put on this term’s strate¬ 
gic plan, which met with 
approval from council 
Monday. 

At the first Committee of 
the Whole meeting for this 
term’s council, the strategic 
plan that was put forward 
came under slight fire, but 
only when it came to details 
in wording. 

Councillor Andrea Kaiser 
spoke in favour of making a 
few minor changes to the 
plan, while Councillor Gary 
Zalepa and Lord Mayor Dave 
Eke said that it all boiled 
down to wordsmithing. 

The plan focuses on six 
main areas; first, to pursue a 
long-term affordable finan¬ 
cial plan that is driven by fair 
taxation and controlled eco¬ 


nomic growth. 

It suggests this term of 
council recognize, value and 
use all members of the NOTL 
team to advance the town’s 
mission and vision (taxpay¬ 
ers, elected officials, employ¬ 
ees and volunteers) and to 
ensure each has the neces¬ 
sary resources to be success¬ 
ful. 

Council agrees the town 
should be providing high 
quality and sustainable pro¬ 
grams and services, should 
present a local, regional and 
national image that is aligned 
with the town mission and 
vision, should foster collabo¬ 
ration, co-operation and 
partnership as the preferred 
methods of building commu¬ 
nity and should continuously 
seek quality improvements 


ment that the time spent 
going over the feedback from 
members of the community 
both residents and business¬ 
es - was productive. 

Chief Administrative 
Officer Mike Galloway put it 
best when he said that the 
message was solid and the 
plan was sound, and getting 
hung up on this word or that 
word would prevent them 
from getting to the most 
important stage of the 

rocess, implementation. 

After some discussion, it 
was deemed best that anyone 
who had changes that wished 
to see made submit their 
thoughts to Galloway, who 
then presented the revised 



strategic planning report to 
council on Monday night 

The consultation process 
for the strategic plan stretches 
back to Sept. 16 when the 

first met with a facilitator 
brought in for that purpose. 

From there, consultations 
with staff, the public and 
businesses took place 
throughout the course of a 
few months, concluding in 
the report that was presented, 
and ultimately sent back last 
week for refinements before 
Monday’s final vote. 

Council approved the final 
wording of the strategic plan 
and will now wait for 
Galloway to get back to them 
with an implementation 
strategy, which will include 
the establishment of three 
workshops per year to review 
the plan and its progress. 


Ill VILLAGE i 


Ili 

kL 

■LAKE 
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horn available 
vet 

iO 

DENT^ 

NIAGARA-ON-THE- 

Dr. Michael C 

Suite 203-111B Garrison Vill 
(Located above Shoppers Di 

Accepting Nett Patients Evening 
Elevator to second le 

905-468-19* 

www.viilagedental-no 
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Supper Club gives 
back to help fund 
community centre 


Cheque for com¬ 
munity centre 
presented at 
Christmas dinner 
dance. 

As part of the town's 
social scene for more than 
63 years the Niagara 
Supper Club enjoys a long 
and happy history of com¬ 
munity support, and has 
chosen to give back to the 
community with a dona¬ 
tion to the new community 

The Supper Club held its 
Christmas Dinner Dance at 
the Court House Saturday 
with more than 140 mem¬ 


bers and guests attending. 

The donation was made 
in recognition of the long¬ 
standing relationship 
between the club, the com¬ 
munity and the town's 
parks and recreation 
department. 

John Wiens of the fund¬ 
raising committee was in 
attendance at the dinner 
dance to receive the dona¬ 
tion on behalf of the com- 

On the same evening the 
Supper Club also received 
food donations for Newark 
Neighbours and there was 
a sale of Christmas baked 
treats in support of the 
Shriners' Children's 
Hospitals. 





Niagara Supper Club co-presidents Pat and Russ Milland present a cheque for $1000 to the Community Centre Building 
I Fund committee chair John Wiens (centre). 



Sunday December 26 th , 10:30 a.m. 
December Theme: ‘The Many Names of Jesus" 

Pastor Dave Tunikaitis Ministering 


BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

East/West Line & 4 Mile Creek Road 

December 26 

10:30 a.m. Shared Service 

II Team : Randy & Renata Klaassen, Marty Misener 

905-468-3505 , 

www.vaxxine.com/bethany/ & 


VILLAGE BIBLE CHURCH 

Associated Gospel Churches of Canada 
St. Davids Public School 
Meeting at 1344 York Road, St. Davids 
289-296-9036 
December 26 
The Christmas Party 
The Gift of Giving 


Friday, Dec. 24: 

5:00 pm and 0:30 pm: 
Christmas Eve Services 
"Not Just Another Silent Night" 
Sunday, Dec. 26:10:00 am: 

nd Sharing Service 



Q IV , r J 434 Hunter Rd. 905-468-5731 
He ^ mm.mlianlpartimteeliimti.m 

Sunday, December26 th 

Message by Pastor Jim & 
Pastor Kevin “Bless The Lord’ 

3 to SK turns the service 


St Davids - Queenston Minister: 

UNITED A, CHURCH Rev. Paul James 

SW Sunday Services 

EVERYONE at 10:30 am 
WELCOME Sunday School 
1453 York Road '^urjjry 

in tie village of St Davids . d ™9 ™i. 

905-263-5242 6- Worship Semce 




Pastor Rick Mrs 

Concession 7 & Queenston Rd., NOTL -91 


St. Saviour’s Anglican Church 

General Brock Memorial 


10:00 am Worship Ser 
Pastor Larry Ritter 


Queenston 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 


To Advertise in the Church Directory 
Call Karen Skeoch 
at 905-468-3283 ext. 101 

www.karens@niagaraadvance.com 


Founded 1792 

December 26th 
Sunday Service 
Holy Eucharist 10:30 am 
905-468-3123 


tw.stmarksr792.c01 
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Tim Hortons, Meridian sponsor 
skating over Christmas holiday 


The NOTL 
Public Library 
also has events 
scheduled for kids 
over the holiday, 
including family 
movie matinees. 


Time to lace up for the 
annual holiday public 
skates, sponsored by local 
businesses Tim Hortons 
and Meridian Credit 
Union throughout the 
holiday break. 

Free public skating 
begins Friday, Dec. 24, 
and continues until 
Tuesday, Jan. 4 with some 
breaks in between. 


The Annual Minor 
Hockey Tournament will 
also provide some great 
entertainment from 
Monday, Dec. 27 until 
Wednesday, Dec. 29, at 
both arenas. 

Tim Hortons is sponsor¬ 
ing free public skating 
Friday, Dec 24, Sunday, 
Dec. 26, Thursday, Dec. 30 
and Friday, Dec. 31. 

The Meridian Credit 
Union is sponsoring free 
skating Sunday, Jan. 2, 
Monday, Jan. 3 and 
Tuesday, Jan. 4. 

All public skate times 
are 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Meridian Credit 
Union Arena. 

The arena is closed 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day. 


There will be public 
skating with regular 
admission Wednesday, 
Jan. 5 to Friday, Jan. 7, and 
every Saturday and 
Sunday throughout the 
winter. 

The Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Public Library has 
some great events 
planned for young people 
over the holiday, includ¬ 
ing some family movies. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 28, at 
2 p.m. the library will be 
showing Ramona and 
Beezus. 

The $2 admission 
charge for each movie 
includes popcorn and 

Alpha & Omega will be 
shown Wednesday, Dec. 




% (REGAL! 

. 'Florist garden Centre 

Wltrcfirislm^ltms 50% Off 


M Indoor & K Outdoor furniture 


SERVE YOU BETTER 
COME SEE OUR NEW LOOK 

Expanded Fresh Produce And Juice Section With A Greater Selection 
New Frozen Meat, Deli And Bakery Area 
With Great New Gourmet Entertaining Ideas 


HENDRIKS 

valu-mart 


off 


1616 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil • 905-468-2181 • www.regalflorist.com 


Legend of the 
Guardians: The 
Owls of Ga'Hoole 
will be shown 
Friday, Jan.7 at 
2:30 p.m. with a 
$2 admission 
charge. 

The library is 
hosting a New 
Year's Eve Party 
for kids, aged four 
to eight, 

Thursday, Dec. 30 
from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The fee 
is $2. 

There will be 
stories, pizza, 
crafts, a count¬ 
down and more 
fun activities as 
kids welcome in 
2011. 

Pre-registration 
is required for 
holiday programs. 
To register or for 
more information 
call 905-468-2023. 

Over the holi¬ 
days, the library 
will be closed 
Dec. 25, 26, 27, 
Jan. 1, 2 and 3. 

It will be open 
Friday, Dec. 24, 9 

Friday, Dec. 31, 9 

and Dec. 28, 29, 
and 30, 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 
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We feel proud to serve and be a part 
of this wonderful community. 


NIAGARA- ON-THE-LAKE 
REALTY 

1994 LIMITED Real Estate Brokerage 
109 Queen St 905-468-3205 
253 Creek Rd. 905-262-6996 


Cheryl Carmichael 
Sales Representative 


Sarah Gleddie 
Sales Representative 
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Penguin plunge will continue 
as NOTL Boxing Day tradition 


Ball Beach event 
draws larger 
crowds every 
year, both dippers 
and spectators. 


Marc MacDonald 

Niagara Advance 


Traditions abound this 
time of year, and for the last 
30-plus years, there have 
been many who look for¬ 
ward to the tradition in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake where 
people channel their inner 
penguin. 

The annual Penguin Dip 
that takes place every year 
on Boxing Day is a family 
tradition that continues to 
see the Bjorgans admit new 
members to the Penguin 
Club. 

This year, father Chris 
Bjorgan will see his daughter 
become an official penguin, 


a status that can only be 
obtained by doing the dip 
for three consecutive years. 

“I'm proud to say it," said 
Bjorgan with a laugh. 

“Two of my daughters and 
their boyfriends will be 
doing it this year - they’ve 
been talking about it for 
about a month now.” 

Similar to the Polar Bear 
plunges that often take place 
on New Year’s Day, the 
Penguin Dip in NOTL is a lit¬ 
tle different—it began back 
in 1975 when a bunch of 
friends who are now in their 
50s decided to take a plunge. 

One of the biggest differ¬ 
ences between the Penguin 
Dip and others of its ilk, is 
that participants take the 
plunge three separate times. 

Chris says that some dips 
try to by-pass the frigid tem¬ 
peratures of the December 
waters by doing a plunge at 
Easter, but as he explains, 
they are actually not getting 
away so lightly. 

“The water temperature of 
the lake takes a long time to 
cool off, so the water is actu¬ 
ally warmer now then it is at 
Easter,” he said. 


And for those who decide 
to take the plunge on Boxing 
Day, they're used to the 
reactions they get from peo¬ 
ple when they tell them what 
they’re doing. 

“Pretty much everybody 
but those who do it thinks 
we’re crazy,” said Bjorgan. 
“But we get more people out 
every year, so I guess we 
have more crazy people now 
than we ever did before.” 

The event, which is not 
officially organized, is more 
of a social gathering for peo¬ 
ple to come on their own, 
but there are people there 
who monitor the conditions 
and keep an eye on those 
who head into the water. 

Participants are asked to 
bring a $5 donation that will 
go toward paying for the 


are able to warm up between 

The Penguin Dip is set to 
go off right at 1 p.m. Dec 26 
so anyone interested in 
earning their penguin status 
or beginning their quest to 
do so is asked to be there 
about a half hour early, at 
the Ball Beach location. 





• We will NOT LIE to you. 

• We will NOT BAD MOUTH 
our competitors. 

• Only the honest ETHICAL 
TRUTH. 

Put away that 
sweater you got 
last year. 

The TRANE XV95 Furnace, 
up to 96.7% Efficiency. 


It’s Hard % Stop A Dune? 


Rebates still available - Act Now. 


smiismi i 


Call US for a 2 1 * 1 Opinion. Boiler & Furnace Specialists 

$26 Gift Certificate 


Iti Hard Tb Stop AThme? 

905-688-1849 


FREE 


NO Diagnostic Charge! 

With Purchased Repair Part 




Be Your Own 
Santa Claus! 

Buy something for yourself... 
Because YOU Deserve it! 

From now until December 31 st , we will 
give you 10% OFF or 10% cash back 
on your purchase of any Heating, Cooling, 
Hot Water or Ventilation Equipment... 
That’s MORE THAN Si OOP Value, if you 
purchase a complete system. 

+ Government Rebates! 

%jACKAf 

905-688-1849 

Please call for details. Check out our web site 
Offer expires December 31 st , 2010 


It’s Hard lb Stop A Thine? 
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Virgil 

celebrates: 

It's the last 
Christmas at the 
138-year-old 
school, and stu¬ 
dents and staff are 
making the most 
of the holiday 
celebration. Choir 
and band members 
from Laura Secord 
Secondary School, 
a feeder school for 
NOTL high school 
students, made an 
appearance to per¬ 
form some happy 
sounds of the sea¬ 
son for the ele¬ 
mentary school 
students Friday. 
Meanwhile, 
downstairs in the 
Kindergarten room, 
Rachel DeBoer and 
Ingrid Eshuis make 
and decorate 
cookies for 
Christmas. 
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Virgil Kindergarten students express their wishes for Christmas 



Elise Botbyl 

cousin sleeping 
over at her house, 
before Christmas 
for an early family 
celebration. 

morning Taylor is 
hoping to find a 
Barbie doll under 
the tree—one that 
talks and has a 
video on her back. 
She asked Santa 
for one and she’s 
been a really good 
girl all year, she 

She is looking 
forward to making 
chocolate chip 
cookies with her 
mom and dad. She 
loves turkey din¬ 
ner, with mashed 
potatoes and stuff¬ 
ing, and she likes 
to help her mom 

Maddie Hiebert 
says she looks for¬ 
ward to Christmas 
because it is about 
the birth of baby 
Jesus. She is excit¬ 
ed about singing at 
church—where 
she and others in 
the kids’ choir will 
sing You Are the 
One. 

Maddie is also 
hoping for a spe¬ 
cial present—she 
would like a snow 
globe, because she 
likes snow and 
because she saw 
one that she 
thought was very 

See Page 19 


(ES313H3SKII‘l 


pa 

8438 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

(at Military) Mil-Pine Plaza, Niagara Falls, N.Y. | 

Toll Free: l-800-526-202|gg* 

l Mal1 ] 1 Tops | i 


| Prices in effect Sunday, December 19 th to Saturday December 25, 2010 | 

MINI SALE 

Bacardi Flavours, Bushmills, fkgk A 
Cruzen Spiced, Canadian (1(11: 
Mist Williams Honey, Polar UUr 
Ice Maple, Sailor Jerry, 

99 Schnapps 50ml. WW 

FLEISCHMANNS 

*11?. 

E&J CALIFORNIA 
BRANDY $|j99 

CANADIAN LTD 
WHISKEY $|J99 

TEQUILA ROSE 

GIF SF $-|g99 

CANADIAN CLUB 

10 YR $4099 

RESERVE 

CAMUS $01)99 

cognac 

GIF SET *3Zvsop 

BOMBAY SAPHIRE 
GIF SET $2| 99 

BAILEY’S IRISH 

CREAM $4499 
GIF SET 41™ 

STOLI 80° OR 
FLAVORED $0499 
VODKA tL 

GODIVA CHOCOLATE 
LIQUEUR $2J99 

J&B OR DEWARS WHITE 
LABEL SCOTCH Cl) iQQ 
WHISKEY *24 

WOODFORD RESERVE 
BOURBON $2j99 

HENNESY 

Lac *35? 

CARIBOU CROSSING SINGLE 
BARREL CANADIAN (jaQQ 
WHISKEY *42^ 

CROWN ROYAL CASK 

*18 $^99 

GRAND ABSINTHE GIFT 

m SJ299 

LAGAVOLIN 16 YR SINGLE 
MALT SCOTCH (AA 99 
WHISKEY 01, 5 »n<. 

ALL EGGNOG 
on SALE 

ALL TEQUILA 
GIFT PACKS ON 

SALE 

ALL UMONCELLOS 

on SALE 

PLEASE DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE 
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Kids looking forward to seeing what Santa brings, and to visiting with family 



bravo/ 


pizzeria-grill 

Holiday Hours 
Christmas Eve 11:30AM to 10PM 
Christinas Day 5:00 PM - Midnight 
Boxing Day 11:30AM - Midnight 
Now Years Eve 11:30AM - Midnight 
New Years Day 11:30AM - Midnight 


— 


home and play with his new 
toys—and make lots ham¬ 
burgers. He thinks he likes 
Christmas dinner, but he’s 
not really sure—it's been a 
long time since he ate one. 

Dylan King really hopes 
there’s a Stinky Garbage 
Truck under the tree for him. 
He doesn’t think it really 
stinks, but if he pushes a but¬ 
ton it will talk to him, and it 
has wheels that move up and 


3 for 

Christmas. He hopes that it 
snows for Christmas. He’d 
like to go outside and throw 
snowballs. He has two dogs at 
home, Sparky and Shadow, 
but he doesn’t think they’ll 
get any presents for 
Christmas. 

Evan Harlond is also excit¬ 
ed about getting presents. He 


asked Santa for a Teddy - it's a 
special one that will keep him 
safe and warm, he says. What 
does he like best about 
Christmas? Putting out cook¬ 
ies that have been decorated 
for Santa. He also likes play¬ 
ing with his cousin, who is a 
year younger than him. And 
he likes putting out the plates 
and spoons to help his mom 
when she cooks a really good 
turkey for Christmas dinner. 


Jri 


m ®nnn® im [iiMiMaiMCB 

RESTAURANT, 24 HR. CONVENIENCE STORE & GAS BAR 
Full Menu Available PLUS A Sit Down 
CHRISTMAS DAY SPECIAL DEC. 25/10 

Featuring Roast Turkey Served 11am - 7pm $1 2.99lncludes 
Soup of the day, all the Trimmings and Dessert. 

Husky House 

ALSO OPEN NEW YEARS DAY. 

ALL DAY BREAKFAST. 

Family Restaurant 

615 York Rd. N0TL(3 km east of Homer Bridge) 

- 905-684-1128 


r 
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iEspeciallyn 
for You: | 

Our very best 
F j wishes for a 
Merry Christmas 5 
and a Happy 
New Year! 

15 HENEGAN RD. 
VIRGIL BUSINESS 
,. PARK 

y> 905-468-2393 | 

'f OPEN: 

»!*, MON.- FRI. 

I 8 AM - 4:30 PM 


Happy Holidays! 


Celebrate a safe and win holiday 
season with family and friends. 
Many thanks for your valued patronage. 

Phil’s 


Vvalu-mart 


OPEN: 

Thursday, Dec. 23 - 8:00am - 9:00pm 
Friday, Dec. 24 - 8:00am - 5:00pm 
Dec. 25 & 26 CLOSED 
Dec. 27 - 30 - 8am - 9pm 
Friday, Dec. 31 8:00am - 6:00pm 
New Years Day - CLOSED 
Sunday, Jan. 2nd 9:00am - 6:00pm 


1551 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil 
905.468.3286 


“As shepherds watched 
and angels sang 
from darkest night 
till mom, 

A sweet and tender 
Little Babe, was bom” 
May the true meaning 
of Christmas live in 
your hearts this Season 
and remain throughout 

crawford 

smithy 

swallow 

Rob Weier, C A, Partner 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
1567 Highway 55 
J905-468-7836 


*%SotCctcuf 


Wishing you peace & prosperity for the 
Season & into the New Year. 


202-11 IB Garrison Village Drive 

Above Shoppers Drug Mart 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Phone 468-0081 
Fax 468-0087 
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d by Nikki Klassen—at 





may all your prayers be answered, 
and may you enjoy tbejoy and 
peace oftfie season. 


from, the staff & management of 

MASTER’S CAR CARE 

905-468-4011 


We hope each day 
of the holiday season 
is filled with good 
times, love and laughter. 
Merry Christmas 
and many thanks for 
your business. 


ysy the 
joys of the 
season fill your 
hearts and 
homes. 
/g^Tason’s 
'greetings from 
our family to 
yours and best 
wishes for 
2011! 


j£* Christmas 
Greetings 

Upper Canada Travel would like 
to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all 
of our friends and clients for your continued 
support and patronage during the past year. 

Your business means the world to us! 

Wishing You All 
A Very Merry Christmas and 
A Happy New Year. 
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fudge 






Merry 

Christmas 

’World's Finest Fudge 
’Made With Real Putter 
’Candies and Maple 
Sugar Products Available 
*Ty Products 



114 Queen Street 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

905-468-2211 




flprp’s To 
fipalth find 
fiappinpss 


Hope your holiday contains a large 
dose of fun and an extra measure 
of good cheer. It’s been a real 
pleasure serving you this past year. 


233 King Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake • 905.468.S400 / 
Holiday Houre: 24th 9.30-4,25th CLOSED, 26th 11-4. * 

27th: 10-5, 20th: 10-5, 29th & 30th: Regular hours, 31st: 9.30-4, 
f 1st: CLOSED, 2nd: 11-4,3rd: 10-5,4th: Regular hours 


1062 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil 905.460.2121 

Holiday Houre: 24th: 0.30-4,25 to 27th: CLOSED, 
20th: 0.30-5.29th & 30th: Regular hours, 31st: 0.30-4, 


We’re reaching out 
to all our good friends. 
To wish you a season 
of joy without end! 

Thank you for 
warming our holidays 
with your friendship. 


Martin 
Sheppard 
Fraser llp 

WILLIAM R. (Bill) KING 
NEIL A. VIOLA 

Barristers & Solicitors 
437 Mississagua 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

905 - 468-3272 


Penner 

building centre 

700 Penner Street 
Virgil 


fo- a/// 

STAGECOACH 

FAMILY 

RESTAURANT 

45 Queen Street 
Christmas Eve - 
Open til 3 p.m., 
Christmas Day Closed, 
Boxing Day 8am-4pm, 
New Years Eve - 
Open til 3 p.m.. 
New Years Day - 
Closed 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

905-468-3133 


Come , 

jOcfnjs 

iJTldore 

I2Uml 

May your heart be joyful, 
and your spirit lifted, as we 
celebrate the miracle 
of Christmas 


May your Holiday 
season find you 
laughing all the way. 

It has been a joy 
serving you this year! 


Village Green Plaza 
Virgil 

905 - 468-7241 
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in our hearts, 
we extend 
our warm wishes 
to you and 
your family 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year. 

We appreciate 
your continued 
loyal support. 




FERNANDO’S 
HAIR STUDIO 


rcduujs 

Wishing you a joyous 
holiday 

* *i 




and all 
the best 


We offer a full line of 


PFHJL MITCHELL. 


(comer of Mississaugua & John St.) 

905-468-0894 



Let the season 
bring us a 
glimmer of the 
fun, excitement < 
and wonder that ' 
it held for us 
as children. V 

§ 

. PONTIAC • BUICK f 
f GMC TRUCKS 
L Hwy. 55, A 
& Virgil «*• 

V 905-468-2145 •/ 




www.robnicholson.ci 


ItROB NICHOLSON 


i$hiHstmass 

and a/ 

f/ittfifctj *. \ew 9/eai* 

t from Chw fFu/m'fy to J/oum 


This is our favourite 
time of year, filled 
with good friends, 
good times, 
and good cheer. 

We appreciate your 
business and wish 
you a wonderful 
holiday season! 
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■ rsi I T A*G T A T R T Al DEtsI Xitij R Eto ill fvJ I 

2 Great Services 

««».. ,nlc “. 

* Ask about out BPS denture LOCATION! 

• Dentures on implants available ujilH Ht" ... 

. On ,ir P Inh Vl ntm URtS Shawn Battell, DD. 

0n Slte lab Pt Anne Battell, B.Sc.! DD. 

k COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS Hegrin 9 Instrument Specialist 



5501 DRUMMOND RD 
NIAGARADENTURE@ON.AIBN.COM 


905.353.1552 



• Hearing Aids 

• Repairs & Adjustments on all Makes & Models | 

• Registered with the Ministry of Health (ADP) 
Department of Veterans (DVA), WSIB and 

other Insurance Plans WSJL-. - 

FREE HEARING TESTS 




















Niagara Advance 

Snorts 


Editor Penny Coles 

905-468-3283 ext. 103 editor@niagaraadvance.com 

Thursday, December 23,2010 
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2010 Rookie of the Year 
to play for Team Mexico 


Van Noort Wolves earn pair of wins 
aided by Andrusiw's strong goaltending 


> Hockey player 
from NOTL 
invited to play in 
international tour¬ 
nament in Mexico, 
his homeland. 


team 

W ould, T outre as-r by goais from Tyler 


iBZ 


e has had s 
ng reactions t< 
upcoming trip to Mexico— 
it isn’t a country many asso¬ 
ciate with hockey. 

“Most people don’t even 
know that Mexico has ice, 
so when they hear that they 

prised,” said Izaguirre. 
“[Mexico] is trying to make 
the sport more popular and 


league's annual Prospects 
Game which featured all of 
Ontario's young stars play¬ 
ing under one roof and took 
home the Brent Ruebel 
Trophy for Rookie of the 
Year. 


period when Keaton Tye, 
Spencer Glass and Jack 
DeBon put three in the back 
of the net to put the game 
out of reach. 

For DeBon, it was his first 
goal of the season. 

Nicholas Andrusiw made 
22 saves in net for the 
Wolves with efforts from 
Ryan Gray, Mark Dyck, 
Dyland Hardwick and Tyler 
Thompson all proving criti¬ 
cal in the victory. 

Tye finished the game 


Cabar-EH! 

A Musical Spectacular 
December 29 & 30 


906-374-1995 • www.ohcanadaeh.com 
8585 Lundy’s Lane, Niagara Falls 




LUKE BUYS 

Antiques and Collectibles plus other 
household items. We do not try to 
talk you out of your good antiques 
and leave you stuck with the rest. 
We buy it all. No deal too big or too 
small. 

905 - 682-2311 

auctionsniagara.com 

A1TC1S* r ^;i? n 

SAFEGUARD'' 


Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 

"wnmew 2044 


Community 

Awareness 

in co-operation with 

Parks & Recreation 

Display Advertising deadline Wed, January 12th 
Please call Karen at 905-468-3283, ext. 101 for details 
email: karens@nia 3 araadvance.c 0 m 

To place recreation information listings. 
Contact Luanne at Parks & Recreation 

by Wednesday, January 12th 

905-468-4261 ext. 264 
or email: lkulchar@notl.org 

Look for your copy of the Spring/Summer 

Community Awareness 2011 
In The Niagara Advance February 1 8 , 2011 
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Niagara Advance 


ButinuM Mractnrv 



Complete Waterproofing*Cracks Fixed Permanently 
•Inside Or Out 'Injection System 

MOULD REMOVAL 

Sump Pumps -Tile Systems -WindowWells Installed 

WARRANTY • FREE ESTIMATE • REPLACED 












































































































classifiedextra.ca 


Merchandise Agriculture |jJ| Rentals * 3 * 6 Trawl 10 " ^ 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 
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MM 

Apartments A6oo 
Furnished 

yourliffmomen.ts.ca 

1-866-541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 

Furnished 3 bedroom 
basement apartment 
$900/mo 905-228-0769^ 

■ ^^irths ■ 

uAMMOMn /crrvm 

Newsettes 



IT I 

HAPPENS! | 


Offer a Service? 

Do Good Work? 
Want^people to 

Let them know 
what you offer & 
how to reach you. 

1 Unique! 

With an Unique Ad 
that draws interest, 
and Generates 
Business. 
We’d be happy to 
help you 

Monday ■ Friday 
& Saturday 
8am-3pm 
We'll get you the 


1-866-541-6757 


WANTED! 

3 or 4 BR Cottage c 
Condo, Old Town ares 
Needed February Is 
Call 905-401-3344. 


General 

Employment 


CHRISTMAS CASH I 


it Niagara 
Erie, 8236 


to 905-984-5257. 



Jay and Jillian are thrilled to 
the birth of their second soi 

QUINTON MIKAL 


Quinton is welcomed by grandparents 
Les & Debbie Scott of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
and Stan & Diane Hammond 
of Peterborough. 

Second great-grandson for Thelma Hickey 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake and second 
great-great nephew for Margaret Hickey 
_of Nia gara Falls _ 


^^lanlPi/ou^rds 



We are sad within our memory, 
Lonely are our thoughts today. 
For the one loved so dearly, 
Has forever been called away. 



Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 


JUNK AWAY 

Lowest price guarantee. 
Licensed with the ministry. 
(905)688-5244. 


^/)eaths 


VARREN, Ruth Aileen - Passed away 
Tuesday December 21, 2010 at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Hospital at the age 
80. Beloved wife of George for 57 yer 
Dear mother of George (Barb) Wan 
Robin (Scott Bratton), Carolynne (Wa 
Stilphen), Kathleen (Jeff Drew), Bob (Kate) 
Warren, Bill Warren and John (Karen) 
Warren. Cherished grandmother o' 

Dear sister of Mary Williams and thr 
Jim Walker. Sister-in-law of Jane G 
and the late Fred Warren and f 


to Canadian Cancer Society. 



Would you Like to Place 
an In Memoriam for 
Your Loved One? 

Our staff will be 
pleased to help you. 

Sometimes it’s 
difficult to know 
exactly what to say. 

That is why we have 
appropriate verses 
available for every 
circumstance. 


Special In Memoriams 



Remembering you this Christmas 
My Beloved Husband, Dear Father and 
Cherished Grandfather 

We did not see you close your eyes 
Or hear your last faint sigh 
We only heard that you were gone 
Too late to say good-bye 
We do not need a special day 
To bring you to our mind 
The days we do not think of you 
Are very hard to find 


What it meant to lose you 
No one will ever know 
Our thoughts are always with you 
Your place no one can fill 
In life we loved you dearly 
In death we love you still 
Merry Christmas dear one. 

Missing you more each day, 


We love you too much to ever forget. 

Your Loving Wife Jean, Children Patricia 
(Pete), David (Anne) and grandchildren 
Jason and Jennifer 



Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 


Special In 



mm 


MARK JOHN QUINN 

In loving memory of our dear father 
who passed away 26 years ago, 
December 25,1984. 

Love your children: 

Margaret & Johnny Grimstead, 
Carol & Gary Dyck, Lynn & Chris Smith, 
Carmel Quinn and Lawrence Quinn 
and your grandchildren 
Casey Smith, Erin & Mark Dyck. 


Call 1-866-541-6757 Today 


Call 

1 - 866 - 541-6757 
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INTERNATIONAL REALTY 


Sotheby's Canada 


fin ail (fowi Sufepwt i*t 2010 / 

‘TtolCdcuft {fiom Gun Hearn 

cutet 6utd wi4/te& fan a, auccetefrtl omcL ttedUfaf 2011 
fo eventfotte i*t owi ctmmtutity 


66 Queen Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake • wvYW.niagaracollection.com • 905-468-0001 

Dresentative* Broker** Sotheby's International Realty I Canada Brokerage 














Niagara Advance • i nursaay, uecemper t6, iu 


Sally McGarr Realty Corp., Brokerage 
5 St. Paul Crescent, St. Catharines - 905-687-9229 
1615 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil - 905-468-9229 


Welcome 


Home! 








